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ElephantBlog - An extensible Blog Module based on FeinCMS

Every Django Developer has written its own Django-based blog. But most of them
have a lot of features, that you’ll never use and never wanted to, or they are
just too simple for your needs, so you’ll be quicker writing your own.

Following the principles of FeinCMS, ElephantBlog tries to offer simple and
basic blog functionality, but remains to be extensible so that you just pick
what you need. And if you don’t find an extension, you can quickly write your
own and integrate it to ElephantBlog.
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Installation instructions


Requirements

ElephantBlog needs at least:


	Django v1.4 (get it here: https://github.com/django/django)

	FeinCMS v1.7 (get it here: https://github.com/feincms/feincms)

	TinyMCE [http://www.tinymce.com/download/download.php] or any other Richtext editor. TinyMCE goes in /media/js/tiny_mce.



Optional packages:


	Pinging [https://github.com/matthiask/pinging] for search engine pinging.






Installation

You can install elephantblog using pip install feincms-elephantblog.


	Add elephantblog to your INSTALLED_APPS in your settings.py



In your application/models.py register the blog module, extensions and
content types:

from feincms.content.richtext.models import RichTextContent
from feincms.content.medialibrary.models import MediaFileContent
import feincms_cleanse

from elephantblog.models import Entry

Entry.register_extensions('feincms.module.extensions.datepublisher',
                          'feincms.module.extensions.translations',
                          'elephantblog.extensions.blogping',
)
Entry.register_regions(
    ('main', _('Main content area')),
)
Entry.create_content_type(RichTextContent,
                    cleanse=feincms_cleanse.cleanse_html, regions=('main',))
Entry.create_content_type(MediaFileContent, TYPE_CHOICES=(
    ('default', _('default')),
))






Note

Of course, you can create all of the content types that you have for your
FeinCMS Page.




Integrating Standalone:

Add the following lines to your urls.py:

# Elephantblog urls
urlpatterns += patterns('',
    url(r'^blog/', include('elephantblog.urls')),
)





If you’re using the translations extension, and don’t want to have your
entries filtered by language use this snippet instead:

from elephantblog.urls import elephantblog_patterns
urlpatterns += patterns('',
    url(r'^blog/', include(elephantblog_patterns(
        list_kwargs={'only_active_language': False },
        ))),
)








FeinCMS Integration as ApplicationContent

You can easily add the blog to your FeinCMS Page based app.

Just import and add the ApplicationContent to your Page object:

from feincms.content.application.models import ApplicationContent

# init your Page object here

Page.create_content_type(ApplicationContent, APPLICATIONS=(
        ('elephantblog.urls', 'Blog'),
))





Use Django’s ABSOLUTE_URL_OVERRIDES mechanism to override the
get_absolute_url method of blog entries and categories. Add the
following methods and settings to your settings.py file:

def elephantblog_entry_url_app(self):
    from feincms.content.application.models import app_reverse
    return app_reverse('elephantblog_entry_detail', 'elephantblog.urls', kwargs={
        'year': self.published_on.strftime('%Y'),
        'month': self.published_on.strftime('%m'),
        'day': self.published_on.strftime('%d'),
        'slug': self.slug,
        })

def elephantblog_categorytranslation_url_app(self):
    from feincms.content.application.models import app_reverse
    return app_reverse('elephantblog_category_detail', 'elephantblog.urls', kwargs={
        'slug': self.slug,
        })

ABSOLUTE_URL_OVERRIDES = {
    'elephantblog.entry': elephantblog_entry_url_app,
    'elephantblog.categorytranslation': elephantblog_categorytranslation_url_app,
}





Elephantblog also provides a navigation extension for FeinCMS.
Just make sure you have registered the navigation extension on your Page object.
You have to import the correct module depending on the mptt tags you are using
to build your navigation. Available are treeinfo and recursetree.

Add those lines to the models.py of your app:

from elephantblog.navigation_extensions import treeinfo  # so the extensions can be found.

Page.register_extensions('navigation',)








Settings

You can set the number of entries per page with the following setting:

BLOG_PAGINATE_BY = 10
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Pinging

The Pinging app uses the management command manage.py blogping to generate the
pings for the search engines. Set it up to run as a cron job.

You need to add the following statements to your settings file:

BLOG_TITLE = 'My great blog'
BLOG_BASE_URL = 'http://mysite.com/blog/'





Then register the extension. In yourapp.models.py:

Entry.register_extensions('blogping',)





Add pinging to your settings.INSTALLED_APPS.

Here is a list of servers that can be used for pinging:
http://www.webpage-designer.net/65-wordpress-pinging-urls-you-need-to-know/
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Supplied Content Types

While you can use all FeinCMS content types within elephantblog, the following
content types are specific to elephantblog and can be used within FeinCMS.

If you whish to show a list of top entries on the entry page of your website or
promote articles within your blog, have a look at the widgets_ section.


BlogEntryListContent

This content type shows a list view of all blog entries. It can be used to show
blog entries in FeinCMS pages.  If the ‘featured only’ flag is set, only posts
which are marked as featured are shown.

The templates used by this content are content/elephantblog/entry_list.html
and content/elephantblog/entry_list_featured.html. The latter is optional.
If it does not exist, the former is used.

If you want to limit the entries shown to a certain number, just set that
number for pagination and remove the pagination part from the template.




BlogCategoryListContent

This content type may be used to display a list of blog categories. It is most
useful in a sidebar region. Categories which are not related to any blog
entries are not shown by default, but this can be changed when adding the
content type.
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Blog Widgets

Widgets are a way tho show blog content outside of the main app. There are two ways of doing this:
Using content types or template tags.

Here we are going to describe some use-cases and how to implement them:


Teaser blog entries and FeinCMS pages on the landingpage

[image: _images/widget_teaser.jpg]
For a landing page that uses its own temlate anyway it makes sense to use a template tag.
Elephantblog comes with a template library called ‘blog_widgets’ that provides the function
get_frontpage which you could use like this:

{% load i18n blog_widgets %}

<div id="board-content" class="relative stepcarousel">
    {% get_frontpage %}
    <h1 id="helsinews">{% trans 'Neues von Helsi' %}</h1>
    <div class="belt">
        {% for item in entries %}
        <div class="board-page panel" title="{{ item.title }}" data-url="{{ item.get_absolute_url }}">
            {% feincms_render_region item "teaser" request %}
        </div>
        {% endfor %}
    </div>
</div>



In this particular case we used the pageteaser content form the FeinCMS Contenttype Box Vol.1.
That one allows to combine FeinCMS pages and blog entries.
We also added a ‘Teaser’ region to both pages so the user can define manually what content
is displayed.




Adding categories or date breakdown to FeinCMS page navigation

[image: _images/widget_navigationextension.jpg]
It is possible to add blog entries directly into the FeinCMS navigation path when using the blog
as ApplicationContent. You need to activate the navigation extensions for FeinCMS:

Page.register_extensions('navigation', 'seo', 'titles', 'translations')





On the page where you add the ‘Blog’ ApplicationContent, also select a navigation extension

[image: _images/widget_naviextension_admin.jpg]
In this example we used the CategoryAndDateNavigationExtension.
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